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–  Theophil Heinke at the Hesse organ (1829) of the  
St.-Gotthard-Kirche in Wahlwinkel 
Johann Christian Heinrich Rinck (1770–1846) 
01  12 Organ Pieces, Op. 29: No. 10, Prelude in D major 
02  24 Trios, Op. 20: No. 12, Trio in B minor 
03  Fughetta in D major, Op. 84 II 
Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach (1714–1788) — from Pieces for  
Flute Clock, Wq. 193, H. 635 
04  No. 2, Allegro in D major 
05  No. 28, Adagio in G minor 
06  No. 17, Marcia in G major 
07  No. 23, Allegro in D major 
08  No. 9, Minuetto in G major 
Johann Christian Kittel (1752–1809) 
09  16 Grand Preludes: No. 15, Prelude in G major 
Justin Heinrich Knecht (1752–1817) — from Muntre und 
angenehme Orgelstücke  
10  No. 19 in E minor 
11  No. 8 in A major, cantabile 
12  No. 1 in C major, vivace 

–  Theophil Heinke at the Trost organ (1724–1730) of the 
Stadtkirche ‘Zur Gotteshilfe’ in Waltershausen 
Johann Gottfried Walther (1684–1748) 
13  Concerto in F major, LV 126 (after Albinoni’s Violin Concerto 

in G major, Op. 2 No. 8):  Allegro – Adagio – Allegro

–  Bernhard Klapprott at the Kellner-Weise organ (1736) of the 
 St.-Laurentius-Kirche in Gräfenroda 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) — Organ Sonata No. 4  
in E minor (BWV 528) 
14  I. Adagio – Vivace 
15  II. Andante 
16  III. Un poco allegro 
Johann Peter Kellner (1705–1772) 
17  Trio in G major 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 
18  Fantasia and Fugue in C minor (BWV 537): I. Fantasia and 
19  II. Fugue 

–  Silvius von Kessel at the organ of the Evangelische Kirche in 
Langenselbold, built by Orgelbau Waltershausen (2009) 
Johann Bernhard Bach (1676–1749) 
20  Ciacona in B-flat major, BWV Anh. 82 – Theme with 20 

Variations 
Silvius von Kessel 
21  Free Improvisation 

–  Robert Pecksmith at the Franz Liszt Memorial Organ of the 
Herz-Jesu-Kirche in Weimar, built by Orgelbau Waltershausen 
(2011) 
Franz Liszt (1811–1886) 
22  Ave Maria von Arcadelt, S. 659
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The Performers 

Theophil Heinke 

 

Silvius von Kessel 

Bernhard Klapprott 

fleophil Heinke (born in 1965) is a German organist and church musician renowned 
for his performances on historic instruments and his expertise in Baroque music. He 
began studying the organ in 1980 and later trained in church music and organ 
performance in Dresden and at the University of Music Franz Liszt Weimar in 
Weimar. flere he also specialised in 17th- and 18th-century performance practice 
under harpsichordists Ludger Rémy and Bernhard Klapprott.  
Heinke earned his advanced artistic diploma (A) at Erfurt Cathedral in 1996 and 
further reThned his skills through masterclasses with leading interpreters such as Ludger 
Lohmann, Martin Schmeding, Wolfgang Seifen and Harald Vogel. Since 1995, he has 
served as church musician in Waltershausen, where he plays the largest Baroque organ 
in fluringia, built by Heinrich Gottfried Trost between 1726 and 1730. He is also an 
organ consultant for the Protestant Church in Central Germany (EKM) and was 
awarded the honorary title of ‘Kirchenmusikdirektor’ in 2006. His recital engagements 
have taken him across Europe and the Americas, and his work is documented in 
numerous CD recordings, radio broadcasts and TV appearances.

Silvius von Kessel is a German organist, choirmaster, improviser and composer. He 
currently holds the position of Director of Music (organist and choirmaster) at Erfurt 
Cathedral. 
Born in Oldenburg in 1965, he studied organ and church music at the Folkwang 
University of the Arts in Essen from 1986 to 1991. He later continued his organ studies 
with Olivier Latry in Paris and was awarded the ‘Diplôme de Concertiste’ in 1994.  
In addition to his work at the cathedral, he serves as the artistic director of the 
flüringer Bachwochen, the largest classical music festival in the German state of 
fluringia.
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Bernhard Klapprott 
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Bernhard Klapprott performs across the world as a harpsichordist, organist, 
clavichordist and conductor. His recordings are devoted chiefly to original keyboard 
instruments of the 17th and 18th centuries and include the complete keyboard music of 
Thomas Tomkins, sonatas by Georg Anton Benda, South German and Italian keyboard 
music from around 1600, and works by Johann Sebastian Bach — among them part of a 
complete recording made on organs built by Andreas and Johann Andreas Silbermann 
(Aeolus). Several of his discs have won the Preis der Deutschen Schallplattenkritik and 
the Echo Klassik. 
Another abiding interest is the rediscovery and performance of little-known church 
music of the 17th and 18th centuries, particularly from central Germany. With Cantus 
Thuringia & Capella, the ensemble he founded with Christoph Dittmar, he has given a 
series of premiere recordings of cantatas, passions, oratorios and masses by Johann 
Christoph Rothe, Friedrich Wilhelm Zachow, Reinhard Keiser, George Frideric 
Handel, Gottfried Heinrich Stölzel, Johann Peter Kellner, Georg Gebel the Younger 
and Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach. 
Since 1994 Bernhard Klapprott has been Professor of Harpsichord and Early Keyboard 
Instruments, and of Organ (early music), at the University of Music Franz Liszt 
Weimar; he also teaches harpsichord and early keyboard instruments at the University 
of the Arts Bremen. His teaching has taken him to give master classes and guest 
lectures throughout Europe and in the United States, and he has published articles on 
performance practice, especially on the clavichord. 
Alongside his work in early music he has composed a number of pieces, several of them 
published by Bärenreiter in their contemporary music series. Since 2024 he has been 
artistic director of the international summer concerts on the celebrated organ built by 
Gerhard von Holy (1711) in St Bartholomew's Church in Dornum, East Frisia. 
Bernhard Klapprott studied in Cologne and Amsterdam: harpsichord with Hugo Ruf 
and Bob van Asperen, organ with Michael Schneider and Ewald Kooiman, and church 
music, taking master classes in continuo playing with Jesper Christensen and organ with 
Michael Radulescu. In 1991 he was awarded first prize at the 10th International Organ 
Competition (Bach/Mozart) at the Festival van Vlaanderen in Bruges. 
www.bernhard-klapprott.de
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Dr Robert Pecksmith is Assistant Master of the Music at Buckfast Abbey, where he 
trains the Abbey Choristers and shares in the organ playing for the monastic services. 
He is a Fellow of the Royal College of Organists. Previously, he held posts at the 
Cathedral Church of St James (Toronto), Wakefleld Cathedral and the York Oratory. 
Alongside these appointments, Robert has pursued studies in medieval history. He 
graduated from the University of Oxford with a flrst-class degree in history and 
completed his doctorate at the University of York with a thesis on early medieval 
kingship. 
Robert began to learn organ at the Birmingham Conservatoire, where he received 
lessons from Henry Fairs. He held the organ scholarship at Somerville College, where 
he accompanied and occasionally directed the Choir of Somerville College, Oxford. 
While at Oxford, he achieved his ARCO diploma, for which he won the Sowerbutts 
Prize and Durrant Prize. He participated in numerous choir tours, cathedral visits and 
masterclasses. Summer 2014 saw Robert take part in a choir tour of America, where he 
accompanied a service at Washington National Cathedral and performed a solo recital 
at the Cathedral of the Holy Cross, Boston. This was followed by flve extensive recital 
tours of Germany, playing baroque Wagner and Silbermann organs as well as romantic 
and modern instruments in Berlin, Brandenburg, Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt, Thuringia and 
Bavaria. He regularly collaborates with composer Bertie Baigent and premiered three of 
his organ works. Robert’s flrst solo album was released by the German record label 
JUBALmusic. 
www.robertpecksmith.co.uk
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